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The Philippine 
Association of Water 
Districts (PAWD) 
successfully conducted 
the 43rd PAWD National 
Convention from June 15 
– 17, 2022 at Waterfront 
Hotel in Lahug, Cebu City. 
The event was hosted 
by Metro Cebu Water 
District (MCWD). There 
were 1,867 participants 
from the water districts 
and 480 exhibitors and 
sponsors.
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PAWD CONDUCTS BRIEFING 
FOR THE 9TH PAWD TAP AND 
DRILL SKILLS OLYMPICS

Philippine Association of Water Districts (PAWD) conducted today, June 14, 2022, briefing 
for the contestants of the 9th PAWD Tap and Drill Skills Olympics at the Social Hall of 
Metro Cebu Water District (MCWD).

Participated in by regional winners of the Tap and Drill Skills Olympics, the 9th PAWD Tap 
and Drill Skills Olympics will happen tomorrow, June 15, 2022, at the MCWD Family Eco 
Park in Talamban, Cebu. Butuan City Water District’s (BCWD) participants, representing 
the Northern Mindanao - Natural Resources Management Council (NorMin-NRMC), are 
Rex De Guzman and Engr. Bernie Casimsiman with Engr. Germanico Pactol as coach.

The 9th PAWD Tap and Drill Skills Olympics is one of the highlights of the 43rd PAWD 
National Convention, hosted by MCWD from June 15 to 17, 2022 at Waterfront Hotel in 
Lahug, Cebu City.

PAWD CONDUCTS BRIEFING PAWD CONDUCTS BRIEFING 
FOR THEFOR THE  99THTH PAWD TAP AND  PAWD TAP AND 
DRILL SKILLS OLYMPICSDRILL SKILLS OLYMPICS

by Ram Barquinby Ram Barquin

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS
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DISTRICT NEWS

by Ram Barquinby Ram Barquin

ARCHT. HORACIO SANTOS AND FAMILY 

Adopt-a-Forest



5

Adopt-A-Forest Project is a 3-year tree planting and 
“parenting” project undertaken by BCWD which 
will serve as a model project for those individuals, 
institutions and organizations that would like to 
conduct tree planting activity and/or just donate or 
provide funds for one hectare or more hectares to 
be reforested in TRWFR. It will take ₧75,000.00 
to reforest one hectare of the TRWFR, however, 
donors can opt to donate ₧30,000.00 per hectare and 
BCWD will provide the additional fund to complete 
the ₧75,000.00 requirement.

Signing the MOA were Arch. Santos, BCWD general 
manager Anselmo Sang Tian, BCWD chairman 
Dennis Bacala, BCWD Board members Crispin 
Young and Carmenchu Vicente.

DISTRICT NEWS

Archt. Horacio Santos, a member of the Board of Directors of Butuan 
City Water District (BCWD), and his family adopted one hectare in the 
Taguibo River Watershed Forest Reserve (TRWFR) by donating cash 
for the reforestation project of BCWD. The signing of the Memorandum 
of Agreement (MOA) was held on June 2, 2022 at Tita’s Café along J.C. 
Aquino Avenue.



6

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS

BCWD RECEIVES BCWD RECEIVES 
RECOGNITIONRECOGNITION  for its effort in

by Ram Barquinby Ram Barquin
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS

Butuan City Water District (BCWD) received a Plaque of 
Recognition from Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) on June 20, 2022 during its 2nd Regional 
Management Conference held in The Pavillion Watergate, 
Butuan City.
BCWD was recognized for its 
outstanding contribution leading to 
the conferment of Taguibo River as 
3rd Placer in the national search for 
Recognizing Individuals/Institutions 
Towards Vibrant and Enhanced 
Rivers or R.I.V.E.R.s for Life Award 
FY 2021 through its community 
effort towards the management 
and protection of Taguibo River for 
a clean and sustainable water flow.

It has been BCWD’s advocacy 
to conserve and protect the 
environment, in general, and 
the Taguibo Watershed Forest 
Reserve (TRWFR) and Taguibo 
River in particular. It goes down 
to the grassroots by conducting 
information and education 
campaign (IEC), educating the 
people living in the watershed 
on the importance of healthy 
environment and the critical 
role played by the TRWFR in 
the lives of the Butuanons. It 
spearheads and sponsors the 
solid waste management project 
at Tagkiling, Anticala, resulting to 
the maintenance of cleanliness 
and beautification of that part of 
the watershed, thereby, avoiding 
contamination of the Taguibo 
River. Its reforestation program 
has reforested about 300 hectares 
in the watershed area, including 
the 69 hectares of Adopt-A-Forest 
project.

Adopt-A-Forest Project is a 3-year 
tree planting and “parenting” 

project undertaken by BCWD which will serve as a model project 
for those individuals, institutions and organizations that would like 
to conduct tree planting activity and/or just donate or provide funds 
for one hectare or more hectares to be reforested in TRWFR. It will 
take ₧75,000.00 to reforest one hectare of the TRWFR, however, 
donors can opt to donate ₧30,000.00 per hectare and BCWD will 
provide the additional fund to complete the ₧75,000.00 requirement.

As of 1st quarter of 2022, BCWD has a total of 69 hectares 
reforestation project in TRWFR under the Adopt-A-Forest program 
with 35 generous donors. The result of the latest maintenance 
activity conducted shows more than 90% survival rate of the planted 
seedlings. Thus, meeting the 85% survival rate target of said 
program.
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COVER STORY

The Philippine Association of Water Districts (PAWD) 
successfully conducted the 43rd PAWD National 
Convention from June 15 – 17, 2022 at Waterfront Hotel in 
Lahug, Cebu City. The event was hosted by Metro Cebu 
Water District (MCWD). There were 1,867 participants from 
the water districts and 480 exhibitors and sponsors. 

by Ram Barquinby Ram Barquin
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WATER KNOWLEDGECOVER STORY

The COVID-19 Pandemic has 
changed almost everything in this 
world. It caused a slowdown of 
the world’s economy. It modified 
the way we do business, and we 
have been contented meeting and 
transacting business virtually.  

After two years of varying levels of 
community quarantine across the 
country which limited face to face 
interactions, PAWD Convention 
that the local water industry 
looks forward to every year was 
back. The 43rd PAWD National 
Convention happened with the 
theme “Water Governance 
Towards Building a Better 
Normal.” 

“We are happy to be back, face 
to face, with our colleagues in 
the industry as we merely met 
virtually in the past two years. 
We are excited to see fellow 
GMs and the members of the 
Board of other water districts 
to share experiences during 
the pandemic but we are also 
reminding the participants to 

observe prevailing health protocols for everybody’s safety,” 
said Metro Kidapawan WD GM Stella Gonzales and immediate past 
PAWD President. 

The theme, “Water Governance Towards Building a Better 
Normal,” was aptly adopted to exemplify the real situation in the 
water supply sector today. Water governance refers to the political, 
social, economic and administrative systems in place that influence 
water use and management. Climate change, increasing customer 
demands, declining per capita water availability, deteriorating water 

Water Supply .... to page 10

We are happy to be back, face 
to face, with our colleagues in 
the industry as we merely met 
virtually in the past two years. 
We are excited to see fellow GMs 
and the members of the Board 
of other water districts to share 
experiences during the pandemic 
but we are also reminding the 
participants to observe prevailing 
health protocols for everybody’s 
safety,  - GM Stella Gonzales

“ “
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COVER STORY

Water Governance.... from page 9

quality, financial stress and water 
security are among the challenges 
currently faced by water districts. 
The COVID-19 pandemic aggravated 
the situation. Good governance and 
management are essential to ensure 
the fulfillment of the mandates of 
the water districts and to enable 
them to adapt to the needs of the 
times, thereby, building a better 
normal. This convention highlighted 
approaches addressing issues 
faced by WDs, experiences and 
best practices, and technological 
solutions, among others.

Pre-event sessions included Local 
Water Utilities Administration (LWUA) 
– Water Districts (WD) Dialogue 

and Well Development and Groundwater Management, and 
Workplace Productivity happened during Day 1 on June 15, 
2022. Issues and concerns between the LWUA and the water 
districts regarding funding, loan applications, and prevailing 
policies were threshed out, clarified, or resolved during the 
Dialogue.   

Learning sessions included topics in water security, water 
demand management, planning for better normal, water 
governance, innovation, and digital transformation of WDs. 

With the Products / Services Exhibition and various learning 
sessions during the 3-day event,   the Convention aimed to 
improve water district management and operation as   the 
country eases into a new and better normal.  

The Convention kicked off with a Sports Event on June 
14, 2022 where some general managers of water districts 
competed in basketball, volleyball, and lawn tennis 
tournaments. Water district plumbers showed off and competed 
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COVER STORY

in the 9th Tap and Drill Skills Olympics   on the 
following day, where Butuan City WD placed 4th, 
La Carlota City WD on 3rd place, Tagum WD was 
2nd place, and Metro Kidapawan WD was declared 
champion. 

The PAWD 43rd Convention formally opened on 
June 16th, following the opening of the products 
exhibit. Eileen L. Dela Vega, OIC – Administrator of 
Local Water Utilities Administration, addressed the 
attendees as keynote speaker. The PAWD General 
Assembly and election for the Executive Vice 
President were held in the afternoon. Attendees 
were treated to a night of songs and dances as 
they were catching up with old friends and meeting 
new ones in the evening during the fellowship night.

The last day of the Convention brought learning 
sessions to the attendees, as well as awarding 
ceremonies for water district GMs and Board 
members who have been in service for 10, 15, and 
20 years. The induction of the new set of PAWD 
Officers and formal turn-over of responsibilities 
were held in the evening before the closing 
ceremonies.   

Indeed, PAWD is a community of those working in 
the water industry, we’re more than an organization 
– we’re a family, a movement, a culture for 
participants, suppliers and stakeholders.
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SPECIAL PROJECT

The Construction of 

WATER SUPPLY 
SYSTEM FOR 
BUTUAN CITY 
RURAL BARANGAYS 
PROJECT OF LGU BUTUAN 
AND BCWD 
in a nutshell
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SPECIAL PROJECT

The Construction.... to page 17

The Butuan City Water District (BCWD) and the City Government 
of Butuan entered into a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
for the collaboration on the Detailed Engineering Design and 
implementation of the Project “Construction of Water Supply 
System for Butuan City Rural Barangays” on December 2, 
2019. The said Project aims to provide access to safe water for its 
constituents especially those residing in far flung rural barangays 
where BCWD can no longer serve. 

Initially, there were 25 beneficiary barangays 
with a total of 26 water system projects 
proposed by the City Government of Butuan. 
The assigned Technical Staff from BCWD 
started with the preparation of the Detailed 
Engineering Design (DED) through the conduct 
of Preliminary Activities, Topographic Survey 
and Hydraulic Simulation/Design of Pipelines. 
Estimate of Material Quantities, Construction 
Schedule and Final Design Report were also 
prepared for the approval of the City Mayor. 

On June 1, 2021, out of the 26 water system 
projects, 12 DEDs were completed. 
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NON REVENUE WATER

WITH BCWD’S 
NRW PROGRAM

WHAT’S UP

Non-Revenue Water (NRW) is a persistent 
problem of water districts. It is the difference 
between the volume of water being produced 
and the billed consumption of the consumers. 
These volumes of portable water are lost along 
the pipe network of a water utility before it 
reaches to the meters of the consumers. NRW 
is a service indicator and an important aspect 
in prioritizing water system improvement. 
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NON REVENUE WATER

The Butuan City Water District 
(BCWD) adopted a long term 
solution in addressing arising 
issues on the NRW. One of which 
is the establishment of District 
Metered Areas (DMAs). DMAs are 
clusters of systems within the pipe 
network at large. The main function 
of the clusters is to narrow down or 
prioritize the areas to be monitored 
by the maintenance of a water utility. 
BCWD started its DMAs in 2017.

Within the four (4) years since it 
started its DMAs, the NRW team 
of BCWD is currently managing 
and assessing four (4) operational 
DMAs namely: Banza + Maug, 
Buhangin + Mahay, Mahogany and 
Tiniwisan + Cabcabon.

DMAs Banza + Maug and Buhangin 
+ Mahay were established in 2017 
and have an average NRW level 
of 14% or 1,782 cu.m and 20% or 
4,036 cu.m. respectively, for year 
2021. Additional operational DMAs: 

What’s Up with.... to page 16
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NON REVENUE WATER

Mahogany and Tiniwisan + Cabcabon started in July 2021. 

As part of the DMA management, the NRW team of BCWD is 
conducting data gathering such as tagging of service connections 
by the use of handheld GPS which include: tagging of existing 
and new service connections within the DMA, verifying water 
meter numbers, number of persons per household and analysis 
of consumption pattern (billed volume) for each concessionaire. 

What’s Up with.... from page 15 For the year 2021, the BCWD’s NRW team 
tagged a total of 14,679 water meters in 
15 barangays namely: Brgy. Baan Km. 
3, Brgy. Ampayon, Brgy. Bonbon, Brgy. 
San Vicente, Brgy. Lemon + Pigdaulan, 
Brgy. Pianing, Brgy. Antongalon, Brgy. 
Maon, Brgy. Pangabugan, Brgy. Villa 
Kananga, Brgy. Taguibo, Brgy. Baan 
Riverside, Brgy. Bading + Doongan, and 
Brgy. Villa Kananga. The team did not 
only focus on the four managed DMAs, 
but also included other barangays in the 
tagging of service connections.

In addition, BCWD’s NRW team also 
performs active leak detection by walking 
through the line and detects leaks that 
are visible or with the use of a device 
to detect hidden underground leaks. 
Detected small leaks were repaired on 
site immediately while major leaks were 
reported and repaired the following day.

For CY 2021, a total of 475 leaks were 
found, during the active leak detection 
activity.
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By July 15, 2021, the project assigned staff 
commenced with the mobilization of the project 
through the conduct of the Pre-Construction 
Conference in each of the seven (7) beneficiary 
barangays, with the exception of Barangay Anticala, 
due to a water source ownership issue. 

A total of 12,306 people will benefit from this project 
with a total of 2,156 service connections and 203 
public faucets upon completion of this project. 

Presently, the implementation of the project is at 
34.79 percent. 

BCWD having the absorptive capacity to construct 
a water supply distribution system because of the 
presence of the necessary tools and equipment 
needed was chosen by the City Government of 
Butuan to enter into a MOA for the implementation 
of the said project because it is more efficient and 
economical.

SPECIAL PROJECT

By December 6, 2021, one (1) barangay 
water system project was completely 
approved (Water Source Development 
Plan) since the DED of its distribution 
line was indorsed by the City on April 08, 
2021. 

On May 27, 2021, the City Engineer’s 
Office advised BCWD to prioritize 
implementation of eight (8) barangay 
water system projects, namely: (1) 
Barangay Pianing, (2) Barangay 
Anticala, (3) Barangay Maibu, (4) 
Barangay Maguinda, (5) Barangay 
Don Francisco, (6) Barangay Manila de 
Bugabus, (7) Barangay Los Angeles, and 
(8) Barangay Aupagan. 

The Construction.... from page 13
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DESIGNATION

NAME EFFECTIVITY 
DATE FROM (POSITION) DESIGNATION

Jesusa G. Acero April 3, 2022 Division Manager A
Acting Division Manager, 
Property & Materials 
Management Division, ASD

PERSONNEL MOVEMENT
APRIL - JUNE 2022

RECRUITMENT

NAME FIRST DAY OF 
EMPLOYMENT POSITION STATUS

NONE

PERSONNEL MATTER

PROMOTION

NAME EFFECTIVITY 
DATE FROM (POSITION) DESIGNATION

NONE

CHANGE OF STATUS/ APPOINTMENT

NAME EFFECTIVITY 
DATE FROM TO DESIGNATION

NONE

REASSIGNMENT / TRANSFER OF ASSIGNMENT / STATUS-QUO OF ASSIGNMENT

NAME POSITION EFFECTIVITY 
DATE FROM TO

Aldo V. Lofranco

Senior Water 
Resources 
Facilities 
Operator A

April 1, 2022 Production 
Operations Division Water Quality Division

Jennifer A. Yonson Clerk-
Processor B April 1, 2022

Pipeline & Leakage 
Control Division, 
PAMD

Procurement & 
Records Services 
Division, ASD

Jimboy P. Amporias
Draftsman 
(Contract of 
Service)

April 18, 2022 CWSS - Rural 
Barangay Project

Engineering 
Department

Odeny C. Palima Jr. Engineer A June 13, 2022 CWSS - Rural 
Barangay Project

Engineering 
Department

Lea E. Espinosa Engineer A June 13, 2022 CWSS - Rural 
Barangay Project

Engineering 
Department
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PERSONNEL MATTER

PERSONNEL MOVEMENT
APRIL - JUNE 2022

REASSIGNMENT / TRANSFER OF ASSIGNMENT / STATUS-QUO OF ASSIGNMENT

NAME POSITION EFFECTIVITY 
DATE FROM TO

Allysa Marie V. Pagutayao Clerk-
Processor B June 28, 2022

Procurement & 
Records Services 
Division, ASD

Community Relations 
and External Affairs 
Division, MSD

Janica B. Dalumpines Clerk-
Processor B June 28, 2022 Engineering 

Department
Accounting Division, 
Finance Department

Essa Mae H. Openiano
Customer 
Service 
Assistant B

June 28, 2022 Customer Service 
Division, CSD

Customer Accounts 
Division, CSD

SEPARATION

NAME EFFECTIVITY 
DATE POSITION STATUS POSITION

John Carlo A. Castro April 1, 2022 Water Resources 
Facilities Operator COS-JO End of Contract

Jefrey C. Besto April 15, 2022 Draftsman B Permanent Resignation

Lovelle A. Ariola April 25, 2022 Engineer B Project-based Resignation

Jay Angelo Y. Damiles April 30, 2022 AutoCad Operator Project-based Resignation

Marvin M. Caballero April 30, 2022 Driver COS-JO Termination of Contract

Russel T. Ybañez April 30, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Efren Joseph O. Dumanon May 6, 2022 Warehouse Officer A Permanent Deceased

Raian B. Aborque May 11, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Peter L. Agunat May 11, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Jimmy C. Amalla May 11, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Geromie P. Bagasbas May 11, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Rick Gerald G. Cabahug May 11, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Julito P. De Jesus May 11, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract
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PERSONNEL MATTER

PERSONNEL MOVEMENT
APRIL - JUNE 2022

SEPARATION

NAME EFFECTIVITY 
DATE POSITION STATUS POSITION

Vince Dharrel M. 
Esclamado May 11, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Rodel Ignacio May 11, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Luisito A. Jacosalem Jr. May 11, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Reymark S. Salas May 11, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Dennis U. De Jesus May 16, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Niño B. Morales May 16, 2022 Laborer/ Plumber Aide Project-based Termination of Contract

Mario D. Trangia May 18, 2022 Water/ Sewerage 
Maintenance Man C Permanent Deceased

Emmanuel S. Zerda Jr. May 31, 2022 AutoCad Operator Project-based Resignation
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PERSONNEL MATTER

VIRTUAL TRAININGS/ SEMINARS
APRIL - JUNE 2022

TITLE INCLUSIVE 
DATES VENUE CONDUCTED BY PARTICIPANTS

CONVENTIONS/CONFERENCES/FORUM/SUMMIT ATTENDED BY OFFICERS & EMPLOYEES

43rd PAWD National 
Convention

June 15-17, 
2022

Waterfront 
Hotel & 
Convention 
Center, Cebu 
City

Philippine Association 
of Water Districts

Sang Tian, Anselmo L.
Barquin, Ramil S.
Fudalan, Peter Al R.
Dela Calzada, Al Patrick M.
Pactol, Germanico P.
Casimsiman, Bernie E.
Ruiz, Ernie G.
Patrimonio, Anna Karina O.
De Guzman, Rex E.

PAWD HRP Annual 
Human Resource 
Conference

June 15, 2022

Waterfront 
Hotel & 
Convention 
Center, Cebu 
City

Philippine Association 
of Water Districts - 
Human Resource 
Practitioners

Fudalan, Peter Al R.

PAWD PRO General 
Assembly June 15, 2022

Waterfront 
Hotel & 
Convention 
Center, Cebu 
City

Philippine Association 
of Water Districts

Barquin, Ramil S.

Patrimonio, Anna Karina O.

PAWD Tap & Drill 
Olympics June 15, 2022

MCWD 
Family 
Ecopark, 
Talamban 
Cebu City

Philippine Association 
of Water Districts

Casimsiman, Bernie E.

De Guzman, Rex E.
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PERSONNEL MATTER

VIRTUAL TRAININGS/ SEMINARS
APRIL - JUNE 2022

TITLE INCLUSIVE 
DATES VENUE CONDUCTED BY PARTICIPANTS

SEMINARS / TRAININGS  / WORKSHOPS ATTENDED BY OFFICERS & EMPLOYEES 

Training on the 
Compilation, 
Estimation, and 
Analysis for Caraga 
Flow Account for Water 
Resources

April 5-7, 
2022

Butuan Grand 
Palace, Brgy. 
Imadejas, Butuan 
City

Philippine Statistics 
Authority Dela Calzada, Al Patrick M.

City Cooperative 
Development 
Benchmarking

May 13, 
2022

Bislig City Hall 
Government 
Center, Surigao 
del Sur

City Cooperative 
Development Office Montera, Kit Irvin G.

Quarterly Survey of 
Philippine Business 
and Industry (QSPBI) 
Regional Respondents’ 
Forum

May 20, 
2022

Balanghai Hotel 
and Convention 
Center, Butuan 
City

Philippine Statistics 
Authority Montera, Kit Irvin G.

Enhancement Workshop 
on the Earthquake 
Contingency Plan

May 26-27, 
2022

Grand Palace 
Hotel and 
Restaurant 
Convention Hall, 
Butuan City

City Disaster Risk 
Reduction and 
Management Council

Dalman, Ian Blair S.

Philhealth Employer’s 
Forum

May 26, 
2022

Watergate Hotel 
Butuan

Philippine Health 
Insurance 
Corporation

Labrador, Janette A.

Gender and 
Development - Planning 
and Budgeting for Local 
Water Districts

May 31, 
2022 via Zoom Davao City Water 

District

Vicente, Carmenchu B.

Morales, Valentine Mercy S.

Pre-Disaster Risk 
Assessment Orientation

June 28, 
2022

LJ Mega 
Convention, 
Butuan City

City Disaster Risk 
Reduction and 
Management Council

Dalman, Ian Blair S.

OTHER ACTIVITIES / MEETINGS
None
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